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Foreword
Chancellor of the University of 
Manchester and former Chief 
Crown Prosecutor for North 
West England, Nazir Afzal OBE, 
on the value of police-academic 
partnerships.

SINCE BECOMING CHANCELLOR of 
the University of Manchester in August 
2022, I have been working to familiarise 
myself with the breadth and reach of 
research across the University. In doing so, 
I have been struck by the vital importance 
of partnerships to research in every field – 
from co-investigators working together in 
the same department to long-established 
commitments that span institutions, 
disciplines, and even continents. In every 
sense, collaboration is at the heart of what 
it means to conduct research.

Research, however, is never an end in 
itself – even if its ultimate value cannot 
be judged in the short term. The task of 
ensuring that the wealth of knowledge 
and understanding developed by 
academia is translated into meaningful 
change is far from straightforward, and 
too often is hampered by the 
challenge of translating the 
language of peer-reviewed 
research into the action of 
policy and practice.

N8 PRP is an excellent 
example of how this challenge can 
be met, bringing the strength of 
collaboration to the heart of creating 
meaningful change. It is fantastic to see 
twelve police forces and eight universities 

It is fantastic to see 
twelve police forces 
and eight universities 
working in equal 
partnership.

working in equal partnership. In doing 
so, N8 PRP creates access to resources 
across the region – not only the material 
resources of institutions, but more 

importantly, the knowledge 
and experience of their people, 
enriching our understanding 
at every stage of research and 
implementation.

As the former Chief Crown 
Prosecutor for North-West England and 
Chief Executive of the Association of 
Police and Crime Commissioners, I am 
all too aware of the challenges posed 
to the police service following a decade 

of austerity that resulted in the loss of 
thousands of experienced police officers, 
the closure of many police stations and 
custody suites, and a lack of investment 
in replacing outdated equipment. I am 
also mindful of the continued criticisms 
that the police and the criminal justice 
system have failed to sufficiently address 
the inequalities inherent in our society, 
be they based on race, religion, gender, 
or class, often failing to protect the most 
vulnerable.

As the police service starts to rebuild 
nationally, the co-production of research 
between forces, Universities, and other 
stakeholders, will play a vital role in 
helping to direct policing’s use of new 
resources. Evidence-based policing, and 
the partnerships upon which it relies, is 
key to helping to ensure that our policing 
going forward is not only more efficient 
and effective, but also more inclusive, fair, 
and proportionate.

Two police officers
Ethan Wilkinson
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Co-Directors Prof. Geoff Pearson 
and Chief Supt. Ngaire Waine 
look back at the achievements in 
2022, and lay out plans for 2023. 

Message from the Co-Directors Message from the Co-Directors

WELCOME TO THE N8 Policing Research 
Partnership Annual Report for 2022. 
As both the police service and Higher 
Education adapt to the post Covid-19 
landscape, N8 PRP has continued to 
fund research, run online and in-person 
events, and encourage, support, and 
champion research 
and knowledge 
exchange in 
policing across the 
north of England. 
Here we set out our 
key achievements of 
2022 and our plans 
for 2023.

Research 
N8 PRP’s Small Grants fund, 12-month 
collaborative research projects with the 
potential to generate further resources for 
N8 PRP partners. Last year we published 
four new policy briefings from projects 
funded in 2020, on knife crime imagery 
and messaging, tackling organised 
crime groups in prisons, and ethnic 
disproportionality in Covid FPNs, which 
made national news.

In April, four further projects began, 
following the funding announcement 
in 2021 (see below). In November 2022, 
we were delighted to announce that we 
will be funding four more Small Grant 

projects for 2023. Rose Broad and Caroline 
Miles (University of Manchester) will be 

working with GMP and Merseyside 
Police to investigate the Harassment 
of Female Runners. GMP and the 
University of Manchester will also be 
collaborating on an evaluation of Risk 
and Recidivism of Sexual Offenders, 
led by Sandra Flynn. Matt Bacon and 

Xavier L’Hoiry (University of Sheffield) will 
be researching Policing Drug Markets 
with South Yorkshire Police and Yorkshire 
and Humber ROCU. Finally, an impressive 
collaboration between Newcastle, Durham 
and Northumbria Universities, Merseyside, 
Durham, and West Yorkshire Police will 
look at Racially Minoritised Victims of 
Domestic Abuse and Outcome 16.

New Researchers in Policing 
Network
In April we opened the NRiPN, run by 
Dr Eon Kim, to provide support and 
networking opportunities for post 
graduate and early career researchers 
across the north of England. There are now 
around 100 registered members from 28 
universities. In September, a launch event 
was held in Manchester, and a dedicated 

In November 2022, 
we were delighted to 
announce that we will 
be funding four more 
Small Grant 
projects for 
2023

platform has been established for sharing 
opportunities, advice, and guidance, 
including webinars with funders and senior 
academics. 

Events and Knowledge Exchange
The flagship event of 2022 was our 7th 
Annual Policing Innovation Forum in 
Durham on 21 June . The focus was 
Violence against Women and Girls in 
Public Places; keynotes were presented 
by Dr Fiona Vera-Grey and Dr Bianca 
Fileborn. A panel featured three major 
campaigns and innovative interventions 
where showcased both in the ECR Poster 
Exhibition and the ‘Risky Places’ session.

Other KE events took place 
online. In July, Maisie Watling 
and Olivia Wooley (University 
of Leeds) reported their 
12-month internship with 
WYP, Communicating with 
‘Hard to Reach’ Groups. The report and 
presentation are available in the N8 
PRP Library and in this report you can 
read Maise and Olivia’s post, ‘Anti-Victim 
Blaming and Instagram’.

2022 also saw four N8PRP Small Grant 
Webinars, disseminating the findings 
from projects awarded funding in 2020.  
In March, Hayley Alderson (University of 
Newcastle) discussed recommendations 
for accessible Intimate Partner Violence 
services during the pandemic, and Réka 
Solymosi (University of Manchester) 
presented her analysis of  Changing 
Police Demand during Covid-19. Then 
in September, Liz Turner (University of 

Liverpool) presented findings from the 
Disproportionality, Discretion, & ‘Policing 
by Consent’ project looking at fixed-
penalty notices during the Covid-19 
lockdown and Simone Santorso and Alice 
Rizzuti presented the first evaluation the 
UK government’s strategy to prevent OCGs 
from operating within prisons, a project 
involving Humberside Police and the 
University of Sheffield. 

Looking Forward to 2023 
This year, we look forward to publishing the 
policy briefings of four new Small Grant 
projects, and hosting webinars to allow 
partners to disseminate their findings. 

Expected to report 
in 2023 are projects 
investigating, 
‘Organisational 
processes for 
data recording 
of Honour-Based 

Violence and Abuse, Forced Marriages 
and FGM’, ‘Understanding and Preventing 
Cuckoo Victimisation’, ‘Strategies for 
Disrupting High-risk high-harm Domestic 
Abuse’, and ‘Identifying victims and 
perpetrators in coercive control cases’. 
We are also planning to fund a number 
of cross-force evaluations on subjects of 
pressing importance to our partner forces 

Our 2023 Policing Innovation Forum will be 
hosted by Cumbria Police on June 22 and 
will focus on the police Race Action Plan. 
We are also looking forward to hosting a 
number of virtual and in-person events 
with NRiPN. We hope to see you at one or 
more of our events in 2023!

We are also planning 
to fund a number of 
cross-force evaluations 
on subjects of pressing 
importance to our 
partner forces 

https://www.n8prp.org.uk/home/library/small-grants/knife-crime-imagery/
https://www.n8prp.org.uk/home/library/small-grants/knife-crime-imagery/
https://www.n8prp.org.uk/home/library/small-grants/multiagency-strategy-for-ocgs/
https://www.n8prp.org.uk/home/library/small-grants/multiagency-strategy-for-ocgs/
https://www.n8prp.org.uk/home/library/small-grants/every-ticket-tells-a-story/
https://www.n8prp.org.uk/home/library/small-grants/every-ticket-tells-a-story/
https://www.n8prp.org.uk/home/support/new-researchers-in-policing-network/
https://www.n8prp.org.uk/home/events/policing-innovation-forum/pif22vawg/
https://www.n8prp.org.uk/home/events/policing-innovation-forum/pif22vawg/
https://www.n8prp.org.uk/home/catalyst-collection/knowledge-exchange/communicating-with-hard-to-reach-groups/
https://www.n8prp.org.uk/home/catalyst-collection/knowledge-exchange/communicating-with-hard-to-reach-groups/
https://www.n8prp.org.uk/home/library/small-grants/protect-covid-19-intimate-partner-violence/
https://www.n8prp.org.uk/home/library/small-grants/changing-demand-for-police-during-covid-19/
https://www.n8prp.org.uk/home/library/small-grants/changing-demand-for-police-during-covid-19/
https://www.n8prp.org.uk/home/library/small-grants/every-ticket-tells-a-story/
https://www.n8prp.org.uk/home/library/small-grants/every-ticket-tells-a-story/


Timeline
2022
January
DELIVERED
R. Solymosi, Understanding 
changing demand for police

February
STEERING GROUP

March
WEBINARS
H. Alderson, PROTECT 
Covid-19: Lived experience 
of intimate partner violence 
during Covid 19

R. Solymosi, Understanding 
changing demand for police

April
N8 PRP AWARDS
The 4 projects awarded 
funding in Dec 2021 began 

CALL
Small Grants Call 2022: call for 
one-page proposals

NRIPN
New Researchers in Policing 
Network (NRiPN) opened for 
registrations

n8prp.org.uk

Newcastle-upon-Tyne,
Shaun Darwood

June
WORKSHOP 
Small Grants Call 2022: 
Collaboration Workshop

POLICING 
INNOVATION FORUM
Policing Innovation Forum 
2022: Violence against 
Women and Girls in Public 
Places

AWARD
British Academy Conferences 
grant award annouced

STEERING GROUP

August
DELIVERED
L. Turner, M. Rowe; ‘Every 
Ticket Tells a Story’: 
Understanding ethnic 
disproportionality in Covid 
FPNs

WEBINAR
 M. Watling, O. Wooley; 
Communicating with ‘Hard to 
Reach’ Groups

September
DELIVERED
S. Santorso, A. Rizzuti; 
Tackling the Developing 
World of Organised Crime 
Groups: Multi-Agency 
Strategy

NRIPN
NRiPN Launch, Manchester

WEBINARS
Disproportionality, Discretion, 
& ‘Policing by Consent‘

Tackling the Developing 
World of OCGs: Multi-Agency 
Strategy

October
STEERING GROUP

November
N8 PRP AWARDS
2022 Small Grants award 
announcement

December
STEERING GROUP
WEBINAR
C. Coleman, K. Whitfield; 
Knife crime imagery and 
messaging: Effective 
intervention tools or 
ineffective sensitisers?

January
DELIVERED
C. Coleman, K. Whitfield; 
Policing Domestic Abuse 
During Covid 19 

March
NRIPN WEBINAR
Everything You Wanted 
to Know About Academic 
Publishing

STEERING GROUP

January – 
April 
DELIVERY/WEBINARS
2022/23 Small Grants

March 
CONFERENCE
18-19th March, Leeds - 
Preventing Gender Based 
Violence Conference, led by 
UCLAN and Durham.  

2023

April-
September
NRIPN 
In-person networking

DELIVERY/WEBINARS
Small Grants 2021

June
POLICING 
INNOVATION FORUM 
22 June, Penrith - Policing 
Innovation Forum 2023: 
Implementing the Race 
Action Plan.

2024

June 
CONFERENCE
27th June, Manchester - 
Harm Reduction Approaches 
to Drugs Policing Conference
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Policing Innovation Forum 
VAWG in Public Places 

The Right Amount of Panic

Knowledge Exchange

DESPITE A TRAIN strike, 
92 delegates gathered 
to discuss the nature of 
harm, current campaigns, 
what justice looks like, new 
research and practice-
led interventions, led by 
chairs Ngaire Waine (Chief 
Supt., Merseyside Police) 
and Nicole Westmarland 
(Professor at Durham 
University and director of 

the Centre for Research 
into Violence and Abuse 
(CRiVA).  

Using #N8VAWG on Twitter, 
delegates said the day 
was ‘brilliant’, ‘a unique 

So much insight, 
passion and hope 
for change in 
one room’. 

Dr Fiona Vera-
Gray’s keynote on 
how traditional 
safety advice harms 
women.

DR VERA GRAY began 
by acknowledging recent 
victims of men’s violence: 
‘they were more than what 
happened to them’. 

Her research shows 
that incidents of 
male intrusion are 
less frequent than 
expected, but for 
women in the UK, 
minimising the risk of male 
violence and intrusion 
shapes daily decision-
making.

However, infrequency is 
often seen as proof that the 
risk does not exist, rather 
than evidence of women’s 
skill in minimising it. 

Women who talk about 
their ‘safety work’ are 
regularly dismissed as 

‘We need to start 
by acknowledging 
the work women 
already do to keep 
themselves safe.’

The seventh annual N8 PRP Policing Innovation Forum 
was held in Durham on 21 June.

paranoid, while traditional 
safety tells women to 
change their behaviour, 
treating violence as 
inevitable. 

But no matter how skilled 
women are in minimising 
the risk of male violence, 
we cannot prevent it all.

Dr Vera-Gray 
advocated 
acknowledging the 
work women already do 
to keep themselves safe, 
concluding that women 
and girls being unsafe, not 
feeling unsafe, is what we 
need to change. 

experience’, and they felt 
‘excited, inspired, and 
motivated’ by the day, with 
‘So much insight, passion 
and hope for change in one 
room’. 

Full proceedings are 
available on the N8 PRP 
website. 

pif

Entitlement to Allyship
Panel discussion 
with anti-street 
harrassment 
campaigns chaired 
by Prof Nicole 
Westmarland.

ADRIAN SEARLE, Head of 
Communications, Police 
Scotland, led on ‘That Guy’ 
.which has over 6 million 
views. Based on academic 
research, the campaign 
focuses on male sexual 
entitlement, rather than 
understanding consent.

The next stage is helping 
men intervene with peers.

Sarah Keaveny, GMCA Head 
of Communications, led 
on ‘Is This Ok?’. Of 5 million 
‘shares’ on Twitter, 44% 
were by men, with notably 
postive engagement. 

Created in 2 weeks in 
response to the murder of 
Sarah Everard, consultation 
with community groups led 
to the campaign’s question, 
‘Is this ok?’, and a tone of 
resignation (not anger or 
fear), to include viewers.

Next, the aim is to work 
with schools on guided 
conversations.

Ben Morse, Head of 
Campaigns Tackling 
VAWG, Home Office, 
discussed developing 
‘Enough’ with audience 
and specialist consultation.

Audiences were defensive 
about messages on gender 
norms, but practical 
acts of safe intervention 
connected to ‘allyship’ and 
a broad desire to create 
change.

Next, the campaign will 
challenge perpetrator 
attitudes.

Q&A
Should we focus on 
girls and young women, 

instead of more ‘invisible’ 
older women?”

Dr Vera-Gray questioned 
the ‘romantic courtship 
narratives’ of intrusion, 
arguing that one reason 
older women are targeted 
less is because they’re 
more skilled in disrupting 
intrusion.

For working with girls and 
young women, Dr Vera-Gray 
advocated using specialist 
groups to facilitate open 
discussions.

Q&A
How can you measure the impact of campaigns?” 

 ‘That Guy’ and ‘Is This OK?’, evaluate the scale and 
nature of engagement. ‘Enough’ uses robust pre- and 

post-campaign surveys, including indentifying those with 
problematic views, who did show some change after the 

campaign. This model is being strengthened ahead 
of stage 2.

Q&A
Can we make space for discomfort?”

 All of the panelists agreed this was an 
important step. Ben argued that campaigns 
needed to ‘meet people where they’re at’, and 
build on current attitudes, embedding a lack of 
tolerance for VAWG. Adrien and Sarah said the 

campaigns laid the groundwork for more 
guided, reflective conversations. 

Knowledge Exchange pif

https://www.n8prp.org.uk/home/events/policing-innovation-forum/pif22vawg/
https://that-guy.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hjZTZm1phwo
https://enough.campaign.gov.uk/
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KEY  FINDINGS

POLICING YOUTH IMAGE-BASED SEXUAL ABUSE

the extent and nature of youth image-
based sexual abuse 
the role that context and discretion play
in the policing of youth image-based
sexual abuse
what challenges and opportunities the
police encounter when responding to
youth image-based sexual abuse

This research aims to understand:

RESEARCH  AIMS RESEARCH BACKGROUNDRESEARCH  QUESTIONS

What are the main challenges of
policing youth image-based abuse?
What are the main opportunities of
policing youth image-based abuse?
What role does discretion play in the
policing of image-based abuse?
What roles does context play in the
policing of image-based abuse?

1.

2.

3.

4.

DEMOGRAPHICS AND CONTEXT

Holistically the majority of victims were female and
suspects male
For cases recorded as indecent images, victims
and suspects were most commonly 13 - 14 
For cases recorded as disclosing private sexual
images, victims and suspects were most
commonly between 17 - 19 
For cases recorded as 'upskirting', victims and
suspects were most commonly 15 - 16

Demographic data was collected through police FOI
responses. With this information I was able to identify
victim and suspect patters for image-based sexual
abuse offences:

Contextually youth image-based sexual abuse cases
varied considerably. Being inclusive of upskirting,
sextortion, non-consensually shared images/videos,
images being sent under duress, voyeurism and
'fakeporn'.  

THE IMPACT OF PUBLIC SPACES

Snapchat in particular was referenced more
than any other platform in police records
Technological capabilities - such as
disappearing messages - as well as cultural
interactions - how people engage with social
media - provides a setting for abusive
behaviour 

Many victims and suspects are known to
each other through school life
Images/videos are likely to be shared non-
consensually between school peers

Social media and online platforms were regularly
used as a public space to share non-consensual
imagery and videos:

The school environment both facilitates and
enables youth image-based sexual abuse:

Social media and the school environment can be
described as providing 'conditions of possibility'
(Gavey, 2018, p. 227) for youth image-based sexual
abuse to occur. 

POLICE DISCRETION

Discretion proved to be regularly utilised by
police officers when navigating the varied
context of youth image-based sexual abuse. 

During cases police seemed to employ their
discretion thematically, considering whether
the case was 'age appropriate'. if pursuing it
was in 'public interest' and if the responses
were 'proportionate'. 

Young people's and non-police practitioner's
decision-making stood apart from police
discretion. Each party involved had differing
intentions with their decisions. 

With the nature of youth image-based
sexual abuse - experiences can vary
drastically and there is a lack of specificity
within relevant legislation regarding young
people - it is almost unavoidable that police
will utilise their discretion during cases. 

Researcher Info:
Name:   Alishya Dhir
Role:       PhD Researcher
               Teaching Fellow in Criminology, Durham University 
Email:     alishya.dhir@durham.ac.uk

FOI requests were sent out to police
forces enquiring about image-based
offences where victims were
between 10 - 18
Semi-structured interviews were
organised with police officers and
other non-police practitioners 

METHODOLOGY

With recent reports published by Ofsted
and Everyone's Invited, it has become
clear that sexual abuse amongst young
people is pervasive.
We now understand that technology
can facilitate sexual abuse, however
young people's experiences are singular
and must be investigated beyond
'sexting'. 

What Do Victims Want?
Dr Bianca Fileborn on what ‘justice’ means 
for victims of street harassment.
FOR THE AFTERNOON 
keynote, Dr Bianca Fileborn 
gave a thought-provoking 
presentation, suggesting 
that ‘justice’ should not 
be thought of primarily in 
terms of 
criminal 
justice 
responses. 
Her 
research showed that 
for most experiences of 
VAWG in public what 
victims wanted was for 

the behaviour to be 
recognised and to be made 
unacceptable, for a focus 
of prevention through 
societal commitment 
to behavioural change, 

including support 
for bystander 
intervention, 
and reporting 
mechanisms 

that created an 
acknowledgement of the 
incident and visibility for 
the wider experience.

‘Prevention through...
commitment 
to behavioural 
change.’

ECR Poster Exhibition

Violence in rural areas follows trends in urban areas: 
Crime in Northern England during the Covid-19 pandemic

Dušan Stanković, MSc cand. in Criminology and Social Research Methods1, 
Police Sergeant2, LLM

1Lancaster University; 2 Ministry of Interior of the Republic of Serbia

Dušan Stanković,
Lancaster University

e-mail:
dusan.stnkv@gmail.com;
d.stankovic@lancaster.ac.uk

phone: +447926577967

Contact details:
1. The site for open data about crime and policing in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Available at: https://data.police.uk/.
2. Department for Environment, Food, & Rural Affairs (2021b). Rural Urban Classifications. LSOAs with populations lower than 10.000 are regarded as rural, while LSOAs with the higher are regarded as urban. Available at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/rural-urban-classification.
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This research analyses pandemic-related trends of violence and sexual offences, robberies
and crimes in general. It highlights the distinction between crimes committed in rural and
urban areas, recorded by the 11 police forces in Northern England from 2015 to 2022).
The statistical analysis shows that recorded violence and overall crimes have an upward
trend. That has been interrupted by the lockdowns but bounced back afterwards.
Although rural areas participate less than urban in crime prevalence, they follow the same
patterns. Recorded violence in rural areas decreased with the Covid-19 measures. Still,
some forms of violent crimes, such as robberies in rural areas, have experienced an
increase higher than expected after the first lockdown. Further research needs to explore
these patterns, but findings from this study suggest that rural areas are not isolated from
societal changes and dynamics of society. Police recorded violence and other crimes in
rural areas have an increasing trend and criminal policies should follow this.

Abstract

The police recorded crime was increasing in general and
continued to grow after the Covid-19 restrictions. The
interrupted time series analysis results indicate that overall
crime declined during the first lockdown in rural and urban
areas, with a lower significance in rural areas (Table 2). The
violence was under the same effect (drop not significant in
violence and sexual offences). Significant growth above expected
is noticeable in robberies at the time after the first lockdown
(Figure 2). The second lockdown did not significantly influence
violence and other crime trends, although it continued dropping.
The third lockdown came almost immediately after the second,
and a steep decrease is here statistically significant in both rural
and urban areas (excluding robbery in rural areas). Finally,
counterfactuals' analysis and prediction suggest that crime has
bounced back to the pre-pandemic level (Figure 3).

Analytical strategy
The research uses publicly available police-recorded crime data.1

Analysis is conducted for the period January 2015 to March 2022,
from 11 police forces in Northern England (Figure 1). This crime
data is based on the typology: anti-social behaviour, bicycle theft,
burglary, criminal damage and arson, drugs, possession of
weapons, public order, robbery, shoplifting, theft from the
person, vehicle crime, violence and sexual offences, other theft,
other crimes.
To determine if a crime has happened in a rural or urban area (2-
fold distinction), the classification has been obtained from the
UK’s Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.2 Crime
data includes the same Lower Super Output Area (LSOA),
enabling classification of the area where a particular crime
occurred.

Data

This research finds that violence and crime trends in rural areas
follow the overall trends of crime (Buil-Gil et al., 2021; Langton et
al., 2021). The pandemic of Covid-19 has influenced the drop in
recorded violence, sexual offences and robberies, as well as
other crimes. The statistically significant impact on the decline
has been noticed with the first and third lockdown in all crimes
and areas. Only robberies in rural areas increased above the
expected after the first lockdown, but further research needs to
explore this pattern. With lifting the lockdown measures,
violence and sexual offences continued increasing. This analysis
shows that rural areas in modern society are a counterpart to the
urban. The lower density of population and restricted spaces do
not make a much safer environment for its habitants. Rural areas
in Northern England follow increasing trends of recorded
violence and other crimes that have been noticed in England and
Wales before. The next stage of the research suggests a broader
investigation into the policing of rural areas in the pandemic
context. This would produce practical implications and evidence-
based policies for crime strategies in rural areas.

Discussion and conclusion

The pandemic of COVID-19 brought changes to many aspects of social life and phenomenon, and crime and
policing are among them. Studies confirmed that crime, in general, declined worldwide (Buil-Gil, Zeng and Kemp,
2021; Estévez-Soto, 2021; Langton, Dixon, Farrell, 2021; Payne, Morgan, Piquero, 2021). Social distancing and
restricted movement and reduced opportunities for property-motivated offences. Other types of crime,
particularly cyber crimes and some forms of violence, experience different patterns (Richards, Mourtgos and
Adams 2021; Hardyns et.al., 2020). However, there is a lack of studies on trends and patterns of rural crime during
the pandemic. Criminologists noticed that rural crime is a neglected concept in the literature (Ceccato, 2016).
Some authors point to its characteristics such as acquaintance and informal social control, mistrust and striving for
independence from the government (Ward, Hawkins and Swanty, 2022). A cohesive society and lower crime rates
are often subscribed to rural crime, but studies have shown that rural crime is significant for safety in public places
(Ceccato, 2016; Ziwei, 2022). Therefore, this project aims to answer the specific questions:
1. What are the trends of violence and overall crime during the pandemic of Covid-19?
2. What is the prevalence of rural crime, and what are its trends and patterns before and after the pandemic?

Introduction and objectives

The analysis is conducted for violence-related crime types (1.
violence and sexual offences, 2. robbery), and overall crime
(excluding anti-social behaviour). An interrupted time series
model is applied to study crime trends, based on segmented
linear regressions. This method has been used previously in
research on crime during the Pandemic (Buil-Gil et al., 2021).
The model is as follows:

Y = 𝛽𝛽0+𝛽𝛽1T+𝛽𝛽2D1+𝛽𝛽3P1+𝛽𝛽4D2 +𝛽𝛽5P2+𝛽𝛽6D3+𝛽𝛽7P3+e

Where Y is the value (number) of recorded crimes in the given
month, and T is the observed period (in months) from 1 to 87.
D1, D2 and D3 represent the first, second and third lockdowns,
respectively. P1, P2 and P3 are the time (given in months) passed
from each lockdown until their end.
The same strategy is used to predict the counterfactuals to
compare the observed trend with the expected one (Figure 3).
The analysis has been conducted in R software (R Core Team,
2022).

Results

Table 2. Interrupted time series analysis

Figure 2. Interrupted time series analysis of all crimes

Table 1. Descriptive statistics

Figure 1. Recorded crime by police forces

Violence and sexual offences Robbery All crime
Overall Rural Urban Overall Rural Urban Overall Rural Urban

(Intercept) 16338.44*** 1464.957*** 14873.48*** 588.8115*** 17.81023*** 571.0013*** 71233.17*** 6159.914*** 65073.25***
Time 410.85*** 38.842*** 372.01*** 4.1528*** 0.16799*** 3.9848*** 525.13*** 47.239*** 477.89***
First lockdown -5807.26* -350.434 -5456.83* -277.0015*** -14.40390** -262.5976** -19786.49** -1212.287. -18574.21**
Time since first lockdown 666.2 62.658 603.54 24.2281 2.26059* 21.2975 1740.55 163.749 1576.8
Second lockdown -9586.12 -751.922 -8834.19 -206.5098 -8.56921 -197.9406 -16558.36 -877.625 -15680.74
Time since second lockdown 1421.15 77.158 1343.99 -19.1528 -0.16799 -18.9848 -2175.13 -433.239 -1741.89
Third lockdown -13439.82*** -1266.507*** -12173.31*** -351.1155** -6.80518 -344.3103** -3577863*** -3027.603*** -32751.02***
Time since third lockdown 2503.75* 272.058* 2231.69* 20.5472 -0.26799 20.8152 5427.67* 545.261* 4882.41*
R2 (Adjusted R2) 0.92 (0.91) 0.89 (0.88) 0.92 (0.91) 0.53 (0.48) 0.35 (0.3) 0.52 (0.48) 0.69 (0.67) 0.66 (063) 0.69 (0.67)
***p-value<0.001, **p-value<0.01, *p-value<0.05, .p-value<0.1

Overall Rural Urban
Count % Count % Count %

Violence and sex. offences 2.927.161 36.71 272.068 38.71 2.655.093 36.51

Robbery 63.862 0.8 2.103 0.3 61.759 0.85

All crime 7.974.736 702.925 7.271.811
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Figure 3. Interrupted time series analysis and counterfactuals
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Abstract
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) has made the nature of public places increasingly 
electronic (Durkin, Forsyth & Quinn, 2006, Holt et al., 2015). In turn, studies on individuals who 
discuss child sexual interests (child sex discoursers, CSDs) are being conducted to appraise potential 
offenders online (Rashid et al., 2013). This exploratory study searched for links between persons’ 
child sex offences and the themes and vocabulary within their electronic conversations with fellow 
CSDs. For data, West Yorkshire Police provided criminal records and chatlogs of 10 offenders, 
sorted between persons convicted of distributing Indecent Images of Children (IIOC abettors (n=2)), 
producing IIOC (IIOC prosumers (n=6)) and attempting or performing physical abuse (contact-
driven offenders (n=2)). Through qualitative analyses, 46 communicative themes were identified, 
including the higher-order categories of: Condition, Sexual Interests, Claims, Fantasies, Pursuits, 
Caution and Justifications. Multiple potential indicators of offending behaviours were also observed. 
Moreover, linguistic software and Brown-Forsythe comparisons revealed contact-driven offenders 
used significantly fewer verbs and displayed significantly more dominance than IIOC prosumers.
Future studies, therefore, may help develop means to help safeguard virtual public places, 
particularly for those at increased risk, such as young women and girls.

Introduction
Sexual offences are not uncommon in public, particularly against women and girls (Infante-Vargas & Boyer, 2022). With Information and Communication 

Technology (ICT), however, the nature of public places is becoming increasingly electronic (Durkin et al., 2006; Holt et al., 2015). This can prove especially appealing to 
persons sexually interested in children (O’Halloran & Quayle, 2010). In turn, studies on individuals who use technology to discuss child sexual interests (i.e., child sex 
discoursers, CSDs) are being conducted to refine and modernise methods for identifying and prioritising potential offenders (Rashid et al., 2013).

Overall, research indicates that CSDs discuss their daily lives and sexual interests (i.e., Cockbain et al., 2014; Holt et al., 2010; Lambert & O’Halloran, 2008; Laws 
& Marshall, 1990; Malesky & Ennis, 2004; McManus et al., 2015; O’Halloran & Quayle, 2010). Said studies also note CSDs to mention known risk factors for 
committing physical (i.e., contact) and non-physical (i.e., non-contact) offences (e.g., dysfunctional schemas, problematic relationships, emotional issues, etc.). Select 
studies also note CSDs to express cognitive distortions (i.e., Cockbain et al.; Lambert & O’Halloran; Malesky & Ennis; O’Halloran & Quayle). Most recently, McManus 
et al. identified five primary communicative primary themes (i.e., Adult relationships, Child sexual interest, Media, Sexual self, and Rapport.) within child sex offenders’ 
(i.e., CSOs’) electronic intercommunications (N=12) and found non-contact CSOs (i.e., without histories of physical offences) discussed adult relationships significantly 
more than convicted contact CSOs. 

Relatedly, psycholinguistics has shown that individuals’ vocabulary can reveal known risk factors for committing contact sex offences, such as depression (e.g., 
Bernard et al., 2016) and pyscholpathy (e.g., Hancock et al., 2013). Among other studies into textual conversations between persons attempting to sexually manipulate 
children (i.e., child sex groomers) and their (presumed) victims (e.g., Drouin et al., 2017; Pendar, 2007; Parapar, Losada, Barreiro, 2012), both Chiu, Seigfried-Spellar, & 
Ringenberg (2018) and Seigfried-Spellar et al. (2019) found groomers who attempt to commit physical offences (i.e., content-driven CSOs) used significantly more first-
person pronouns, negative emotion words, positive emotion words and dominate and/or assertive words  (i.e., clout) than groomers focused on non-contact offences (i.e. 
fantasy-driven CSOs). Despite this, however, no research has applied these findings or methods to assessing intercommunications between CSOs.

Recognising the above-mentioned needs and gaps in CSD-focused literature, the current study performed an exploratory search for links between persons’ child sex 
offences and the themes and vocabulary within their electronic conversations with fellow CSDs. Ultimately, promising results were found.

PHILOSOPHY& DESIGN
This study aimed to address polices’ for reliable and expedient risk assessment. As such, a pragmatic approach
was adopted by performing mixed methods research to produce reliable findings of potential investigative use.
Thus, the researcher conducted qualitative analyses, then quantitative tests, before considering together.

SAMPLE
Initially, this study intended to compare the chatlogs of contact and non-contact CSOs. Because West Yorkshire Police’s sample contained only one contact CSOs and nine 
non-contact CSOs, however, the sample (N=10) was instead classified by offenders’ most severe conviction(s), see Table 1. 

QUALITATIVE ANALYSES
As with McManus et al. (2015), this study used Content Analyses to identify communicative themes within the literal/readable subject matter of CSOs communications. 
Additionally, this study assessed CSOs’ unwritten/tacit themes using Discourse Analyses to appraise CSOs’ comments as part of a larger dialogue. 

QUANTIATIVE ANALYSES
To assess the vocabulary of child sex groomers, pervious research (e.g., Black et al., 2015; Chiu et al., 2018; Drouin et al., 2017; Seigfried-Spellar et al., 2019) used the 
software Linguistic Inquiry and Word Count (LIWC). In essence, LIWC (2015) calculates the prevalence of words within a text by sorting vocabulary into categories and 
then calculating the percentage of words within each category compared to the text’s total wordcount. Subsequently, to compare LIWC scores between this study’s CSO 
categories (while accounting for disproportionate group sizes transcript lengths), the Brown Forsythe test (i.e., Brown & Forsythe, 1974) was chosen, which provides similar 
functions to other non-parametric tests and accounts for unequal group sizes and larger groups with bigger variances (Field, 2018; Sheskin, 2007; Tomarken & Serlin, 1986). 
For post hoc analyses, Games-Howell tests (i.e., Games & Howell, 1976) were performed, which is widely regarded as the most accurate for pairwise comparisons and is 
ideal when group sizes and population variances are unequal (Field; Shingala & Rajyaguru, 2015). 

Methodology

Thematic Definitions
This study’s Content and Discourse Analyses identified 46 communicative themes (see Table 2) and numerous potential indicators of offending behaviour. At present, however,  this poster shall focus on the 
most notable findings involving the study’s following the higher-order categories.

❖Condition: details and/or descriptions regarding the CSO’s personal state and/or expressions conveying CSO’s emotional responses elicited by stimuli. 
❖Sexual Interests: direct and/or indirect acknowledgment of that which the commenter finds sexually arousing and/or desirous—excluding comments demonstrating the active use of imagination defined 

herein as Fantasies.
❖Claims: comments regarding (unsubstantiated) acts, occurrences and/or events which the CSO alleges to have taken place..
❖Fantasies: statements which detail the CSOs conscious engagement with their imagination to experience genuine affective responses pertaining to (seemingly) hypothetical/ fictitious scenarios.
❖Pursuits: defined as: statements made as part of the messenger’s active efforts to achieve an aim
❖Caution: statements pertaining to motives and/or means for keeping personal identities, sexual interests and/or sexual activities unknown to others.
❖Justifications: beliefs, assumptions and/or assertions expressed to allay and/or defend deviant thoughts and/or behaviours (e.g., cognitive distortions and techniques of neutralisation).

Qualitative Findings
Condition: Such comments corresponded with past studies (see Introduction) and were made by one IIOC abettor, five IIOC prosumers, 
and one contact-driven CSO. Ultimately, no relation to offending histories were discerned. One unique observation was that CSOs from 
each category commented on their mentality and/or emotions.

Sexual Interests: Similar to previous research (see Introduction), such comments were common and were made both IIOC abettors, six 
IIOC prosumers, and both contact-driven CSOs. Interestingly, two CSOs’ were especially specific. The study’s sole convicted contact 
CSO detailed their ideal length of children’s phalluses (matching their known victim). Relatedly, one IIOC abettor specified their 
preferred size of nipples on underage females while claiming they attended a recording of IIOC. This specificity may lend credibility to 
CSDs’ claims.

Claims: As with past findings (see Introduction), such comments were popular and made by both IIOC abettors, four IIOC prosumers, 
and the study’s convicted contact CSO. Additionally, it was found that only non-contact CSOs mentioned adult relationships, bolstering 
McManus et al.’s (2015) findings. It was also found that the contact CSO adopted their victim’s perspective and used a (superficially) 
romantic tone when detailing to abuse.

Fantasies: Such comments were made by one IIOC abettor, three IIOC prosumers, and one contact-driven CSOs and relate to past 
findings (see Introduction). Ultimately, no link to offence histories were discerned.

Pursuits: Every CSO within WYP’s sample made such statements. When compared to past studies (see Introduction), similar 
exchanges have been documented. No relation to offending tendencies were identified. 

Caution: One IIOC abettor and four IIOC prosumers were found to make such remarks. Overall, such messages bore no (overt) 
relevance to CSOs’ offender categories and echo previous findings (i.e., Holt et al., 2010).

Justifications: It was found that one IIOC abettor, one IIOC prosumer and the study’s contact offender made said statements. Each of 
these CSOs claimed children consider sexual acts to be pleasurable and/or desirable. Inasmuch, the statements relate to cognitive 
distortions reported in past studies (see Introduction) and other techniques of neutralization (i.e., Denial of injury and Denial of victims). 
Interestingly, however, one IIOC prosumer claimed to be entitled to sexual acts, which previous studies have not (directly) reported.

Quantitative Findings
This study tested six primary linguistic hypotheses (listed below), involving 16 LIWC variables (see Table 3). Ultimately, tests revealed contact-driven CSOs had a significantly 

lower percentage of verbs out of their total wordcount and displayed significantly more dominance throughout a higher percentage of their chatlogs than IIOC prosumers.

I. Contact-driven groomers and persons with depression and/or negative affects (known risk factors for offending) use more first-person pronouns (see Introduction). Thus, contact-driven 
CSOs were expected to score higher than IIOC prosumers, who were predicted to score higher than IIOC abettors. This did not prove the case (F(2,3.15)=1.85, p=.293).

II. Persons with general negative affects use more third-person pronouns (see Introduction). Contact-driven offenders, therefore, were predicted to use a higher frequency than IIOC 
prosumers, who were expected to score higher than IIOC abettors. This was not found (F(2,5.98)=0.58, p=.584).

III. Psychopathic offenders (a risk factor for offending/recidisivem) use past-tense verbs more frequently (see Introduction). In turn, contact-driven CSOs were predicted to score higher than 
IIOC prosumers, who were predicted to score higher than IIOC abettors. Instead, post hoc analyses of the Brown-Forsythe test on general verbs (F(2,2.00)=6.22, p=.138) revealed a 
Type 2 error, showing IIOC prosumers used significantly more verbs (in general) than contact-driven CSOs (see Table 4). 

IV. Contact-driven groomers  and persons with depression and/or negative affects use more negative emotion words (see Introduction). Thus, contact-driven CSOs were anticipated to use a 
higher frequency than IIOC prosumers, who were expected to score higher than IIOC abettors. This did not prove the case (F(2,6.73)=2.18, p=.186).

V. Contact-driven groomers and persons with psychopathy use more positive emotion words (see Introduction). Moreover, neither depression nor positive affects correspond with 
significantly different frequencies of positive emotion words (Bernard et al., 2016). Thus, contact-driven CSOs were predicted to exhibit a higher frequency than IIOC prosumers, who 
were predicted to score higher than IIOC abettors. This proved to be untrue (F(2,4.16)=0.85, p=.490).

VI. Contact-driven groomers express more dominance (i.e., clout) than decoy victims (see Introduction). Additionally, contact CSOs are often held in higher regards by likeminded others 
(Cockbain et al., 2014). Thus, contact-driven CSOs were predicted to express more dominance than IIOC prosumers, who were expected to score higher than IIOC abettors. Post hoc 
analyses of the Brown-Forsythe test on clout (F(2,3.94)=4.91, p=.085) revealed contact-driven CSO scored significantly higher than IIOC prosumers, but not IIOC abettors (see Table 5) 

Discussion
Review of primary findings
ICT has led to the nature of public places becoming increasingly electronic (Durkin,, et al., 2006; Holt et al., 

2015). This can prove especially appealing to persons sexually interested in children (O’Halloran & Quayle, 2010), who 
often pose threats to young women and girls (Bailey, 2021). Studies into the electronic communications of CSDs 
groomers and are seeking to refine and modernise methods for identifying and prioritising potential offenders. 

Addressing gaps within such research, this study used Content and Discourse Analyses to identify 46 
communicative themes among 10 CSOs. From these observations, it was further noted that: 1) the study’s convicted 
contact CSO adopted and romanticised children’s perspectives; 2)  the study’s convicted groomer encouraged sex acts 
from other chartoom users, and 3) study’s convicted contact CSO and the one IIOC abettor who claim they attended a 
recording of  IIOC were especially specific detailing children’s physical features. Such comments, thereore, indicate the 
criminal tendencies of such offenders.

Additionally, comparisons of LIWC (2015) scores revealed contact-driven CSOs used significantly fewer verbs 
and displayed significantly more dominance (i.e., clout) than IIOC prosumers. Although the differing verb scores were 
attributed to redactions in chatlogs, the high differing scores in clout warrant further consideration.

Additional observations
Beyond the results addressed above, this study made numerous other observations. Among these include: 1) 

peculiar scores in the LIWC word categories of cognitive process, reward focus, affiliation, inquisition and 
risk/prevention focus potentially relating to CSOs’ offending tendencies; 2) no CSO using the words ‘child or ‘children’, 
and 3) IIOC prosumers using photography-related jargon.

Pragmatic possibilities
Furture similar studies may help create and/or improve upon tools for investigators. One existing programme is 

the Kent Risk Assessment Tool-2 (KIRAT-2), which estimates the threats of persons accessing IIOC (see Long et al., 
2016). It is possible for the KIRAT-2 to be programmed to assess CSDs’ communicative themes and vocabulary. 

Limitations: dataset and analyses
The complex nature of this study presented multiple limitations. These include: 1) a small sample, 2) 

disproportionate CSO groups, 3) disparate transcript lengths, 4) secondary sources, 5) redactions and edits to chatlogs, 
6) diversity among its CSOs’ audiences (e.g., friends, acquaintances and strangers), 7) combinations of one-on-one and 
group conversations, 8) CSOs’ privacy concerns, 9) CSOs’ levels of honesty. Additionally, it is crucial to stress that 
LIWC (2015) cannot account for syntax when classifying words. 

Future research: intentions and suggestions
Firstly, it is recommended that future research reassess this study’s findings. Additionally, it is suggested that 

future studies explore the use custom dictionaries for linguistic analyses test other software (e.g., LIWC-22, Wmatrix
and AntConc). It is also recommended that studies examine non-English communications. 

Concluding remarks
Currently research in this area cannot reliably assist investigators with identifying or prioritising potentially 

dangerous persons. That said, this study’s findings are promising.  Additional research, therefore, mal help develop of 
methods and software which helps safeguard virtual public places, particularly for those at increased risk, such as young 
women and girls.

References

→These significant differences between 
IIOC prosumers’ scores (i.e., 18.14%) of 
action verbs and contact-driven CSOs’ 
chatlogs scores (11.08%) were attributed to 
redactions within chatlogs.

→The significant differences between contact 
CSO scores (95.36%) and IIOC prosumers’ (i.e., 
47.20%). were attributed (in part) to one contact-
driven CSO urging CSDs to perform sexual acts 
and the other contact-driven CSO expressing 
possessive when discussing child abuse.

Table 1: Offender categories

Table 2: Communicative themes and subthemes

Table 3: Descriptive statistics of WYP’s sample (N=10) Table 4: Games-Howell output for verbs Table 5: Games-Howell output for clout

Bailey, S. (2021, February 16). A Review and an Assessment of the Law Enforcement Response to the Threat of Online CSA/E’ [Lecture recording]. Anglia Ruskin University. PIER Public Lecture series: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8AUQVanS9VE&t=75s
Bernard, J. D., Baddeley, J. L., Rodriguez, B. F., & Burke, P. A. (2016). Depression, language, and affect: An examination of the influence of baseline depression and affect induction on language. Journal of Language and Social Psychology, 35(3), 317-326. https://doi.org/10.1177/0261927X15589186
Black, P. J., Wollis, M., Woodworth, M., & Hancock, J. T. (2015). A linguistic analysis of grooming strategies of online child sex offenders: Implications for our understanding of predatory sexual behavior in an increasingly computer-mediated world. Child Abuse & Neglect, 44, 140-149. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2014.12.004
Brown, M. B., & Forsythe, A. B. (1974). The small sample behavior of some statistics which test the equality of several means. Technometrics, 16, 129-132
Chiu, M. M., Seigfried-Spellar, K. C., & Ringenberg, T. R. (2018). Exploring detection of contact vs. fantasy online sexual offenders in chats with minors: Statistical discourse analysis of self-disclosure and emotion words. Child Abuse & Neglect, 81, 128-138. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2018.04.004
Cockbain, E., Brayley, H., & Sullivan, J. (2014). Towards a common framework for assessing the activity and associations of groups who sexually abuse children. Journal of Sexual Aggression, 20(2), 156-171. doi:10.1080/13552600.2013.791730
Drouin, M., Boyd, R. L., Hancock, J. T., & James, A. (2017). Linguistic analysis of chat transcripts from child predator undercover sex stings. The Journal of Forensic Psychiatry & Psychology, 28(4), 437-457. https://doi.org/10.1080/14789949.2017.1291707
Durkin, K., Forsyth, C. J., & Quinn, J. F. (2006). Pathological internet communities: A new direction for sexual deviance research in a post modern era. Sociological Spectrum, 26(6), 595-606. doi:10.1080/02732170600948857
Field, A. P. (2018). Discovering statistics using IBM SPSS statistics (Fifth ed.). SAGE.
Hancock, J. T., Woodworth, M. T., & Porter, S. (2013). Hungry like the wolf: A word‐pattern analysis of the language of psychopaths. Legal and criminological psychology, 18(1), 102-114.
Holt, T. J., Blevins, K. R., and Burkert, N. (2010). Considering the pedophile subculture online. Sexual Abuse: A Journal of Research and Treatment, 22(1), 3-24.
Holt, T. J., Bossler, A. M., Seigfried-Spellar, K. C. (2015). Cybercrime and Digital Forensics: An Introduction. London: Routledge.
Infante-Vargas, D., & Boyer, K. (2022). Gender-based violence against women users of public transport in saltillo, coahuila, mexico. Journal of Gender Studies, 31(2), 216-230. https://doi.org/10.1080/09589236.2021.1915753
Lambert, S., & O'Halloran, E. (2008). Deductive thematic analysis of a female paedophilia website. Psychiatry, Psychology and Law, 15(2), 284-300.
Laws, D. R., & Marshall, W. L. (1990). A conditioning theory of the etiology and maintenance of deviant sexual preferences and behavior. In W. L. Marshall, D. R. Laws, & H. E. Barbaree (Eds.), Handbook of sexual assault: Issues, theories, and treatment of the offender (pp. 209–230). New York: Plenum Press.
Long, M., Alison, L., Tejeiro, R., Hendricks, E., & Giles, S. (2016). KIRAT: Law enforcement's prioritization tool for investigating indecent image offenders. Psychology, Public Policy, and Law, 22(1), 12-21. https://doi.org/10.1037/law0000069
Malesky, L. A. & Ennis, L. (2004). Supportive Distortions: An Analysis of Posts on a Pedophile Internet Message Board. Journal of Addiction and Offender Counseling, 24 (2), 92-100 10.1002/j.2161-1874.2004.tb00185.x
McManus, M. A., Almond, L., Cubbon, B., Boulton, L., & Mears, I. (2015). Exploring the online communicative themes of child sex offenders. Journal of Investigative Psychology and Offender Profiling, 13(2), 166-179. https://doi.org/10.1002/jip.1450
O'Halloran, E., & Quayle, E. (2010). A content analysis of a “boy love” support forum: Revisiting Durkin and Bryant. Journal of Sexual Aggression, 16(1), 71-85.
Parapar, J., Losada, D. E., & Barreiro, A. (2012). A Learning-Based Approach for the Identification of Sexual Predators in Chat Logs. In CLEF (Online Working Notes/Labs/Workshop) (Vol. 1178). 
Pendar, N. (2007, September). Toward spotting the pedophile telling victim from predator in text chats. In International Conference on Semantic Computing (ICSC 2007) (pp. 235-241). IEEE.
Rashid, A., Greenwood, P., Walkerdine; J., Baron, A. & Rayson, P. Technological solutions to offending in Understanding and Preventing Online Sexual Exploitation of Children, Quayle, E., & Ribisl, K. M. (Eds.). (2013). Routledge.
Seigfried-Spellar, K. C., Rogers, M. K., Rayz, J. T., Yang, S., Misra, K., & Ringenberg, T. (2019). Chat analysis triage tool: Differentiating contact-driven vs. fantasy-driven child sex offenders. Forensic Science International, 297, e8-e10. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forsciint.2019.02.028
Sheskin, D. (2007). Handbook of parametric and nonparametric statistical procedures (4th ed.). Taylor & Francis.
Shingala, M. C., & Rajyaguru, A. (2015). Comparison of post hoc tests for unequal variance. International Journal of New Technologies in Science and Engineering, 2(5), 22-33.
Tomarken, A. J., & Serlin, R. C. (1986). Comparison of ANOVA alternatives under variance heterogeneity and specific noncentrality structures. Psychological Bulletin, 99(1), 90-99. https://doi.org/10.1037/0033-2909.99.1.90

Knowledge Exchange pif

Risky Places 
Group discussions with six 
innovative, practice-led projects.

CI SIOBHAN JONES

Should the hub be an 
exclusive space?

Exclusion is inpractical, and 
would make the Hub less 

accessible for all.

Consider the design of the 
space - keep the entrance 

calm and welcoming.

A mobile option, like a bus, could provide 
additional space and flexibility.

DR CARLEY 
LIGHTOWLERS

Experience of alcohol-
related violence doesn’t 
split neatly into public and 
domestic. 

Are ‘safe streets 
relocating, not 
removing, violence?

Need for preventative 
public health 

approaches. 

TOMMY DUNN 

How can the 
programme develop?

Incentivise bystander 
training for businesses - 
eg accreditation sticker 
in the window 

Durham-style hub

Further engagement with men’s 
social groups and arts groups.

Durham’s 
SWAN Hub

City-centre 
Safety 

Hub with 
community 

groups

TRACY MCCANN AND 
ABBI BUCHANAN

How can we balance evaluation 
and access?

Logins/tracking are 
a barrier to access. 
Ask police/transport 
operators to ask if the 
app was used?

Let users opt in; in-
app survey?

Safer Transport 
Northumbria 

Multi-agency 
project and 
signposting 

app for 
transport users.

TRANSPORT

MARK ASHFIELD

How can we mitigate 
barriers 

to open 
discussion inherent to 

being in school?

Consider how rarely 
children are not with 
an authority figure. 

Importance of the ‘walk 
home’. 

Near-peer mentoring - i.e. mentoring 
by those ~18 months older, has been 

proven effective.

Choices

School 
intervention 
developing 
children’s 

understanding 
of choices.

DR ANNA BARKER

Research findings on the 
project show that other 
people effect feelings 
of safety far more than environmental 
factors. 

Are parks really open 
public spaces if they close 
at night?

Need to balance safety 
interventions with 
biodiversity. Are they better 
options than streetlights 

and bush clearing?

Safer Parks

Leeds-West 
Yorkshire 
project on 
on what 

makes parks 
feel safe.

PARKS

Knowsley 
Prevention 

SWAN-funded 
preventative 
campaign a 

growing NTE

NTE vs. At-Home 
Drinking

Liverpool 
research on 

reducing alcohol-
related VAWG

SCHOOLS

NIGHT TIME 
ECONOMY

Knowledge Exchange pif
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to becoming an ‘ANTI-
VICTIM BLAMING FORCE’. 
We consulted with 
Women’s Lives Leeds, 
building a relationship 
with a valuable stakeholder 
group. We successfully 

increased 
social media 
engagement 
with a new 
coercive 
control 
information 

campaign, replacing off-
putting stock photography 

KE Internships
Anti-Victim-Blaming and Instagram

we...replaced victim-
blaming content 
with material that 
informs, 
empowers, 
and reassures. 

Knowledge Exchange

From August 2021-July 2022, Maisie Watling and Olivia Wooley undertook 
N8 PRP Knowledge Exchange Internships at West Yorkshire Police on 
“Communications with ‘Hard to Reach’ Groups”. The full report is available on the 
N8 PRP website.

This is an abridged version of an article posted to the N8 PRP website Aug 2022. 

THE FOCUS OF our 
internship reflected the 
national focus on violence 
against women and girls.

We reviewed West 
Yorkshire’s website, and 
replaced victim-blaming 
content with 
material 
that informs, 
empowers, 
and reassures, 
resulting 
in the 
Corporate Communications 
Department committing 

and generic messages 
with appealing designs 
and specific, relatable 
information. 

These changes will help 
to engage ‘hard-to-reach’ 
groups in other contexts.

REFLECTING ON THE 
EXPERIENCE 

Throughout the internship, 
we have felt like an integral 
part of the Corporate 
Communications Team. 
Our opinions were invited, 
considered, and acted 
on. The openness of 
the team enabled us to 
make significant changes 
to better support and 
empowerment of ‘hard-to-
reach’ groups.

WHAT’S NEXT?

West Yorkshire Police have 
secured the funding for 
another year-long internship 
for two year-in- industry 
students for 2022-2023, 
with plans to make this an 
annual commitment.

Maisie Watling has 
secured a permanent 
Communications role at 
West Yorkshire Police. Olivia 
is continuing to study at the 
University of Leeds.

internships

Becoming an Anti-
Victim Blaming Force 

FOCUS ON WHAT YOU 
CAN ACHIEVE AT A 

COMMUNICATIONS LEVEL  

Language and imagery 
were as much a potential 
barrier to communicating 

with some groups as 
the communications 

mechanisms themselves, in 
particular victim-blaming 
terminology in relation to 
female victims of crime. 

EFFECTIVE 
CONSULTATION IS EARLY 

AND OPEN 

Consultation is 
fundamental to producing 

successful content and 
direct engagement with 
non-police groups was 

hugely beneficial and gave 
messages credibility.

INCREASE/REDIRECT 
RESOURCE TO SOCIAL 

MEDIA MESSAGING 

Resourcing levels 
within the Corporate 

Communications Team 
continue to be an 

inhibiting factor in terms of 
developing and expanding 

our reach. 

INTERNSHIPS CAN 
EFFECTIVELY CHALLENGE 
ESTABLISHED PRACTICES 

The Corporate Communications 
Team had established ways 
of working and the interns’ 

challenging approach helped 
changed perceptions and 

working practices. 

TO BE ENGAGING, YOU NEED TO BE RELATABLE 

Modern, less formal messaging generated a positive public 
reaction on social media. 

old campaign 
- univiting, 

uninformative.

new campaign 
- appealing, 
informative.

Knowledge Exchange internships

https://www.n8prp.org.uk/home/catalyst-collection/knowledge-exchange/communicating-with-hard-to-reach-groups/
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Research

N8 PRP Small Grants fund innovative, collaborative policing 
research with meaningful impact on policy, practice, and academic 
knowledge. Three Small Grants were delivered in 2022.

Small Grants
reports

Effective intervention tools or ineffective sensitisers? 
Dr Charlotte Coleman and Dr Kate Whitfield, Sheffield Hallam 
University, with South Yorkshire and Thames Valley Violence 
Reduction Units.

LITTLE IS KNOWN about the impact of knife imagery on young 
people’s attitudes to knife crime. This study used 3 experiments to 
test the impact of knife imagery and messaging on Year 10 pupils, 
using ratings of perceptions and attitudes to capture conscious 
responses, an Implicit Association Test, and an eye-tracking 
assessment. 

Efficacy? 
None of the messaging or image types 

were found to affect perceptions or worries 
about knife crime. 

Eye-tracking showed reduced reading time 
of policing messages than other types of 

messaging. 

The perceived normality of knife carrying 
differs by ethnicity, with young black 
people rating knife carrying as more 
normal than young people of other 

ethnicities. 

Real or Stylised?
Participants responded to images of real 

knives with more fear than excitement. This 
was not found for stylised knife imagery.

Views on Knife 
Crime Policing 

Messaging about police 
anti-knife interventions 

generated more positive 
perceptions of policing.

Participant 
Differences 

Girls are more worried 
about knife crime than 

boys, affecting where they 
go in their local areas. 

  Knife Crime Imagery & Messaging

small grants - reports

Multiagency Strategy for Tackling 
Organised Crime Groups 
Dr Simone Santorso, University of Sussex, and Dr 
Alice Rizzuti, University of Hull, with Humberside 
Police, HMP Humber and HMP Hull.

THE FIRST EVALUATION of the multi-agency 
approach on OCGs in prisons adopted by the 2018 
Serious and Organised Crime Strategy, this project 
analyses the development of innovative strategies 
and assesses current levels of cooperation 
between police, prison and probation. The 
researchers conducted 55 in-depth interviews with 
police, prison, and probation officers and analysied 
documentary sources.

Data Sharing
Data-sharing has major 
benefits in mitigating 
how OCGs can exploit the 
vulnerabilities of prisons. 
A common data sharing 
system among CJS 
agencies would improve 
collaboration and reduce 
workload duplication, 
create a sense of collective 
responsibility and common 
ground for action. 

Prision Intelligence Officers
Prison Intelligence Officer (PIOs), police 
officers liaising between police and prison in 
the HMPPS – are beneficial and build trust 
between agencies, partly due to a flexible 
approach. However, more standardisation 
could enhance effectiveness and the sharing 
of best practices. 

Local and National
The effectiveness of the multiagency strategy 
is highly dependent on the local and national 
blend of enforcement against OCGs, and this 
cooperation should be further strengthened. 

Innovative Strategies 
Alongside traditional 
disruption tools such as 
physically separating 
OCG individuals, CJS 
agencies can use financial 
investigation and 
intelligence to examine 
and disrupt OCG activities 
within prisons and the 
development of networks 
between prisoners and 
outside OCGs. 

  Prisons, Police & OCGs

Research small grants - reports
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Dr Scarlett Redman, Dr Liz Turner, 
and Dr Mike Rowe, the University of 
Liverpool, with West Yorkshire 
Police, Greater Manchester Police, 
Merseyside Police, Cheshire Police, 
and Cumbria Police.

Understanding ethnic disproportionality in FPNs 
issued for breaching coronavirus restrictions.

ACCORDING TO THE National Police 
Chiefs Council, police issued Covid 19 
Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) to people 
from Black, Asian and Other ethnic 
backgrounds at twice the rate of those 
issued to white people. To understand 
why and how this happened, this 
project interviewed police officers 
about their decision-making in issuing 
Covid-19 FPNs.

  Every Ticket Tells a Story

Webinar
On 9 September 2022, N8 PRP 
hosted Disproportionality, Discretion, & 
‘Policing by Consent‘, a roundtable chaired 
by Chief Supt Ngaire Waine (Merseyside). 
Dr Liz Turner and Professor Susan McVie 
discussed their work on how the police 
used these exceptional powers, what this 
suggests about police discretion and the 
idea of ‘policing by consent’.

Police office in front of 
smiling young black man
Clem Onojeghuo

Research small grants - reports

“this was also used 
tactically… to prevent other 

people wanting to assist the 
person who was wanted … 

another tool in the toolbox.” 

(IV15)

“…spoke to the gentleman 
and his partner, lovely 

people, absolutely no issues 
with that at all, and they said 

‘we know we shouldn’t be 
here. We decided to come for 

a walk’ … 

(IV10)

“It was nigh on impossible 
to police it how we were 

told to police it.” 

(IV6)

“the four Es. It was pretty 
much every day on our 

briefings...” 

(IV11)

Overpoliced
In ‘business-as-usual’ encounters, 
officers’ perceptions tended to be more 
negative from the outset, especially 
if the person fined was ‘known’ to the 
police or didn’t demonstrate sufficient 
deference for police.

Discomfort
Many officers 
experienced discomfort 
and uncertainty about 
the powers they were 
given to tackle the 
pandemic, notably when 
they were operating 
outside their normal 
sphere of activities.

The 4 E’s
The College of Policing’s 
‘4Es’ guidance, to ‘Engage, 
Explain, Encourage, Enforce’, 
in practice meant that 
officers could deal with this 
discomfort by only taking 
action when a breach was 
‘blatant’.

‘Blatant’
However, there was a marked 

difference between what was ‘blatant’ 
in ‘not without Covid’ policing and 

‘business as usual’ policing.

Underpoliced
In ‘not without Covid’ 

encounters, there was far more 
leniency and people fined were 

described in positive terms.

Research small grants - reports
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The Small Grants announced in 2021 began work in April 2022, and 
alongside their research have engaged in an impressive array of 
impact activities. Highlights are below – look out for the N8 PRP 
policy briefings and webinars for each project in 2023.

Organisational processes for data recording 
of Honour-Based Violence and Abuse, Forced 

Marriages and Female Genital Mutilation 
Professor Geetanjali Gangoli, Dr Nikki D’Souza, Dr Kate Butterby, 

Ayurshi Dutt; Durham University, Durham 
Constabulary, Northumbria University, 

GMP, Cleveland Police, Cheshire Police, 
Humraaz, and Halo Project.

March 2023, Durham
Hosting an event to 
discuss and review 
the project with 
stakeholders ahead of 
the final report. 

May, 2023, tbc
Presenting project 
findings at NPCC HBA 
National Working Group.

Sept 2023, 
Florence
Chairing a panel 
on issues raised 
by project at 
the European 
Sociology 
Conference.

Sept 2023, 
Reykjavik
Presenting a paper 
(abstract submitted) 
at the European 
Conference on 
Domestic Violence.

Who is the victim? Police officer identification of victims 
and perpetrators in coercive control cases.  

Professor Sandra Walklate, Dr Charlotte Barlow and Dr Emma Finnegan; 
University of Liverpool and Lancashire Constabulary

Nov 2022, Liverpool  
Initial findings 
presented at an 
international seminar 
at the University of 
Liverpool.  

Oct 2022, UCLAN 
Initial findings 
presented at the 
Connect Centre 
Conference.  

Oct 2022, UCLAN 
Meeting held with a 
visiting Churchill Fellow 
from Queensland, 
Australia on the 
respective problems 
and possibilities of 
implementing coercive 
control legislation 
and the issue of (mis)
identification. 

Jan 2023, Lancaster 
Planned presentation 
of ongoing findings 
to Lancashire 
Constabulary’s EBP 
Strategic Meeting.  

Expected to report 
April ‘23

Small Grants
in progress

Research small grants - in progress

Understanding and 
Preventing ‘Cuckoo’ 
Victimisation  

Dr Laura Bainbridge, 
Professor Charlie Lloyd & Dr 
Amy Loughery; University of 
Leeds, University of York, and 
Durham Constabulary 

Sept 2022, Oxford 
Conference paper, The 
Howard League for Penal 
Reform International 
Conference 

Sept 2022, Malaga 
Conference paper, 
the European Society 
of Criminology Conference

Ongoing discussions with 
a publisher on developing 
an an edited collection on 
‘cuckooing’ victimisation 

Expected to report Oct 23

Strategies for Disrupting High Risk 
High Harm Domestic Abuse 

Prof Barry Godfrey, Prof Sandra Walklate, Dr 
Jane Richardson, Dr Lucy Williams; University 

of Liverpool and Cheshire Constabulary 

June 2022, Liverpool  
Facilitated a workshop, 
‘Policing Domestic 
Abuse: Covid to VAWG’. 
with UK and South 
Korean academics and 
UK police.

July 2022, London 
Prof Godfrey spoke at 
the DA Stakeholders’ 
Group, chaired by AC 
Louisa Rolfe. 

Sept 2022, Penrith 
Training on 
Domestic Abuse 
(ft. this project) 
delivered to officers 
in Cumbria.  

Dec 2022, Seoul 
Presentation to 
the IAEVG 2022 
International 
Conference, Korea.

Expected to report April ‘23

Halo Project
partner on Small Grant project

Research small grants - in progress
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Small Grants
new awards
In 2022, following a call for one-page proposals, 6 shortlisted 
projects were invited to take part in a Collaboration Workshop 
at the University of Manchester to develop the proposals with 
potential partners.

Harassment of Female 
Runners 
University of Manchester, 
Greater Manchester Police and 
Merseyside Police

Dr Caroline Miles, Senior 
Lecturer in Criminology, and 
Dr Rose Broad, both at the 
University of Manchester – 
will focus on female runners’ 
experiences of abuse, including 
‘low-level’ verbal abuse, cat-
calling, flashing, serious violent/
sexual assaults, and the barriers 
to systematic reporting of 
abuse, which can empower 
women to engage in making 
public spaces safer.  

Policing Drug Markets
University of Sheffield, South Yorkshire 
Police, South Yorkshire Regional 
Organised Crime Unit

Despite its recent prioritisation in 
politics, policy and practice, research 
on drugs policing is surprisingly sparse 
and underdeveloped. This study, led 
by Dr Matthew Bacon with Co-I Dr 
Xavier L’Hoiry, both at the University of 
Sheffield, will explore drugs policing 
and will aim to shape academic debate 
relating to drugs, policing, and harm 
reduction, and significantly impact 
practice on drugs policing. 

36 DELEGATES FROM 
N8 PRP partners attended, 
with everyone commenting 
that the day had been 
extremely valuable, and 
all attendees going on 
to submit a proposal. 
Following a full application 
in September, 4 projects 
were chosen for funding.  

 All of the projects that 
have been funded are 
in collaboration with 
police partners and 
will be supported by 
advisory groups. These 
groups will discuss the 
ongoing development 
of the projects. This will 
allow researchers to take 

advantage of the wide 
range of expertise and 
experience available in the 
forces, and increase the 
opportunities for impact on 
police operations. 

In total £96,855 has been 
awarded to the four 
research projects. 

Research small grants - new awards

Racially Minoritised Victims of 
Domestic Abuse & Outcome 16 
Newcastle University, Durham University, 
University of Northumbria; Merseyside 
Police, West Yorkshire Police, Durham Police 

Following the findings of a major recent 
Open University study on Outcome 16, 
(when a victim does not support further 
action against an identified suspect), 
Principal investigator Dr Hayley Alderson, 
Newcastle University, will lead an 
investigation into the specific context of 
Outcome 16 for racially minoritised victims 
of domestic abuse.

Risk and Recidivism of 
Sexual Offenders 
University of Manchester, Greater 
Manchester Police

Led by Dr Sandra Flynn, Lecturer in 
Psychology and Mental Health, with 
Co-Is Dr Polly Turner and Dr Verity 
Wainwright, this project will examine 
the sexual offending patterns 
of registered sexual offenders in 
Greater Manchester, to understand 
risk and recidivism between online 
and contact offenders. Initially 
proposed by GMP, the study has the 
potential for significant impact for 
the efficiency of police resources 
in managing registered sexual 
offenders.

Woman running.
Alex McCarthy

Research small grants - new awards
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Supporting Careers in Policing Research
NRiPN member and Small Grant awardee Sandra Flynn discusses the 
impact of N8 PRP on her work. 

The New Researchers in Policing Network 
launched in 2022.

NRiPN Launch

NRIPN NOW HAS 
~100 members from 28 
universities across the N8 
PRP footprint.

A launch was held at 
Manchester’ Oddfellows 
Hall in September, where 
members – from Master’s 
students to lecturers 

– discussed what they 
wanted from NRiPN..

A Teams channel has 
been established, where 
members share news and 
events, ask for support, 
and find collaboration 
opportunities. increasing 
their access to the broader 

CPD

I HAVE BEEN conducting 
research in the field of 
forensic mental health for 
several years but have not 
previously collaborated with 
the police on a research 
project. 

A colleague affiliated with 
N8 PRP introduced me to 
a Detective Inspector from 
GMP who was looking for 
an academic partner for 
a project that was a high 
priority for the service. 

The support provided by 
colleagues from the N8 
PRP at the Collaboration 

Workshop helped us to 
develop our proposal, 
connect with other 
academics undertaking 
police  research, and seek 
advice on applying for 
funding. 

Being awarded the Small 
Grant as the PI, and joining 
a community of researchers 
in the New Researchers in 
Policing Network (NRiPN) 
offers a new and exciting 
opportunity for me as a 
researcher. It will enable 
me to form sustainable 
long-term partnerships and 

undertake collaborative 
research which will have 
a real impact on police 
operations.

network of policing 
research across the north of 
England and beyond.  

Further plans are in 
development for 2023 – 
including an in-person 
meet up, webinars on 
‘Everything you wanted to 
know about…’.  

If you would like to join 
NRiPN, check your eligibility 
and sign up on our website.  

Oddfellows Hall  
University of Manchester

nripn CPD

N8 PRP’s Library now hosts key reports and briefings from 
the Partnership for Conflict, Crime, and Security Research 
(PACCs), making 14 years of research available to our network.

PaCCs Communications Officer, 
Kate McNeill, introduces the 
archive. 
SINCE 2008, UKRI’s Partnership for 
Conflict, Crime and Security Research 
has worked with researchers across the 
UK to help improve our understanding 
of current and future global security 
challenges. PaCCs focused on areas of 
global uncertainty, generating impact in 
conflict studies, cybersecurity research, 
and transnational organised crime.  

PaCCS supported knowledge translation 
and interdisciplinary and intersectoral 
collaboration. By creating opportunities 
for knowledge exchange between 
government, industry 
and the third sector, 
activities funded by 
PaCCS maximised 
impact beyond the 
academia while 
supporting high-
quality problem-based 
research; connecting academics with 
the end-users of research; facilitating co-
design, co-production, and co-delivery 
of research; and public engagement. 
Over the last 14 years, over 1,200 projects 
have been linked to PaCCS, with the last 
scheduled to end in 2023. Our efforts 
to communicate their findings has 
been guided by what PaCCS Research 
Champion Dr Tristram Riley-Smith has 
described as the three-Rs: “readability, 
relevance, and realism”.  

PaCCs Archive

In light of the closure of PaCCS, N8 PRP 
generously agreed to host an archive 
of our key reports and briefings. This 
includes reports and briefings on human 

trafficking, counterfeit 
products, fighting mafia 
activity, and transnational 
organised crime, as well as 
an open access copy of the 
recently released PaCCS 
book, Global Uncertainties, 
featuring conversations 

with researchers and policymakers on 
challenges and research in the areas of 
Hazards, Disasters & Risk Management; 
Conflict, Security & Peacemaking; 
Peacebuilding & Post-Conflict 
Reconstruction; Identity, Radicalisation 
& Political Violence; Criminal Networks 
& Transnational Organised Crime; and 
Cybersecurity & Emerging Technology

I hope you enjoy exploring the archive 
and find continuing value in the work.

...reports and briefings 
on human trafficking, 
counterfeit products, 
fighting mafia activity, 
and transnational 
organised crime

paccs

https://www.n8prp.org.uk/home/support/new-researchers-in-policing-network/


n8prp.org.uk n8prp.org.uk26 27

Control (Routledge), for 
academics, policymakers, 
and practitioners working 
in criminal justice who 
wish to understand both 
the nature and extent of 
coercive control. They will 
report on a further Small 
Grant on the topic in 2023. 

Beyond the immediate 
impact of N8 PRP, the 
research shows the breadth 
and depth of expertise at 
N8 universities, Major work 
on Youth Justice, Drugs 

ACADEMICS AT N8 
universities are at forefront 
of policing research, 
and produce a wealth of 
resources on high-profile, 
high-priority challenges in 
UK policing. The following 5 
pages highlight a selection 
of this work from 2022.

Many of the publications 
are a direct result of recent 
N8 PRP investment.  To 
give just two examples, 
in 2022, Dave Gadd and 
Rose Broad (University of 
Manchester) published 
Demystifying Modern 
Slavery (Routledge), 
which reports on the first 
primary study of modern 
slavery offenders, a project 
developed and funded 
following the 2017 Small 
Grant, ‘Mapping the 
Contours of Modern Slavery 
in Greater Manchester’.

Sandra Walklate (University 
of Liverpool) and Charlotte 
Barlow (UCLAN), who 
led ‘Police Responses to 
Coercive Control’, also 
delivered in 2017, have 
now published Coercive 

Publications
A selection of the world-class policing research produced 
by N8 universities in 2022.

Impact

Policing, Football Policing, 
and Criminal Justice 
show the vital role of N8 
academics in informing 
national conversations on 
policy and practice. 

Through N8 PRP our 
partners can realise the 
potential of these shared 

resources, and to shape, 
contribute to, and benefit 
from influentional work. 

To see the full list of 2022 
publications, please visit the 
N8 PRP LIBRARY, where 
you can also access the 

full catalogue of N8 PRP-
funded research. You can 
also visit our SUPPORT 
PAGES, where you’ll find 
Experts and Regional 
Leads from N8 universities 
who can advise on and 
guide policing research. 

Miller, E. (2022). 

Race, Recognition 
and Retribution 

in Contemporary 
Youth Justice: 

The Intractability 
Malleability Thesis. 

Routledge. 

Justice
Routledge Studies in Crime, Diversity and Criminal 

RACE ,  RECOGNIT ION 
AND RETR IBUTION 
IN  CONTEMPORARY 

YOUTH JUST ICE
THE INTRACTABILITY MALLEABILITY THESIS

Esmorie Miller

publications

9 
Chapters

13
Books

77 

Articles

COERCIVE CONTROL

Butterby, Kate & Hackett, Simon (2022). ‘It’s like 
we’re locked in a box’ Girls’ and mothers’ 

experiences of the police and legal system 
following child sexual abuse. Children & Society 

36(1): 149-165. 

CHILD SEXUAL EXPLOITATION 
Weston, S., & Mythen, G. (2022). Disentangling 

practitioners’ understandings of child sexual 
exploitation: The risks of assuming otherwise? 

Criminology; Criminal Justice, 22(4), 618-635.

Almond, L., McManus, M., 
Hankey, N., Trevett, N., & 
Mee, R. (2022). Exploring 
the Impact of Population 
Density on Journey-
to-Crime in Cases of 
Stranger Sexual Assault 
and Stranger Homicide. 
Journal of Investigative 
Psychology and Offender 
Profiling. 

Almond, L., Sainsbury, M., 
& McManus, M. (2022). Sex 
Offenses Perpetrated 
Against Older Adults: A 
Multivariate Analysis of 
Crime Scene Behaviors. 
Journal of Interpersonal 
Violence 37(7-8)

VAWG & 
SEXUAL 
OFFENDING

Donovan, C. and 
Macdonald, S. and 

Clayton, J. (2022) Re-
Conceptualising Repeat 
Reports of Hate Crime/

Incidents as Hate 
Relationships Based 
on Coercive Control 

and Space for Action, 
Sociological Research 

Online .
Henry, N. & Gavey, N. & 

Johnson, K. (2022). Image-
Based Sexual Abuse 

as a Means of Coercive 
Control: Victim-Survivor 

Experiences. Violence 
Against Women. 

Myhill, A. & Johnson, K. & 
McNeill, A. & Critchfield, 

E. & Westmarland, Ni.. 
(2022). ‘A genuine one 

usually sticks out a mile’: 
policing coercive control 

in England and Wales. 
Policing and Society. 1-16. 

Walklate, S. et al (2022). In 
control, out of control or 

losing control? Making 
sense of men’s reported 
experiences of coercive 

control through the lens 
of hegemonic masculinity. 

Journal of Criminology. 55. 
Barlow, C. & Walklate, S. (2022). 

Coercive Control. 
Routledge.

Cook, Elizabeth & Walklate, 
Sandra & Fitz-Gibbon, 
Kate. (2022). Re-imagining 
what counts as femicide. 
Current Sociology. 71. 

Levins, A. (2022). 
The Society of ‘Sex 
Offenders’. In B. Crewe, 
A. Goldsmith, & M. Halsey 
(Eds.), Power and Pain 
in the Modern Prison: 
Revisiting the Society of 
Captives (175-192). Oxford. 

Watson, S. 
(2022). Investigating 
the role of social media 
abuse in gender-
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AWPAC, The All-Wales Policing Academic 
Collaboration, was launched in October 
2022 by the Wales Innovation Network 
(WIN). Lewis Dean, Head of WIN, shares his 
thoughts on AWPAC and N8 PRP. 

All-Wales Policing Academic 
Collaboration and N8 PRP

THE WALES 
INNOVATION 
NETWORK (WIN), 
much like the N8 Research 
Partnership, aims to 
increase collaboration 
across our universities 
and with wider society. 
Also like the N8 Research 
Partnership, WIN identified 
policing research as 
bringing together vital 
social questions with 
practical decisions about 
resources, policy and 
practice, making it an ideal 
area to realise the value of 
research collaboration. 

As N8 established N8 PRP, 
WIN has now established 
AWPAC. In doing so, we had 
the advantage of N8 PRP’s 
experience – which has 
been generously shared 

over the last couple of years 
by Geoff, Ngaire, and Helen. 
Their input helped us to 
establish a truly All-Wales 
collaboration, with all 9 
universities and 4 police 
forces.  

The experience of N8 
PRP also informed our 
decision to launch AWPAC 
by funding 4 short-
term research projects, 
detailed below. Though 
small, they already speak 
to topics of violence, 
vulnerability, trust, and 
inclusion, demonstrating 
the significant value to 
be gained from these 
collaborations. This value 
will be realised in Wales, 
and the opportunity of 
AWPAC – as with N8 PRP 
- is to give this work a 
bigger platform, so local 

knowledge and experience 
becomes part of a broader 
UK discussion on police 
policy and practice. 

As we continue to establish 
the AWPAC network, I 
look forward to sharing 
the results these projects 
– and future work – with 
N8 PRP. I’m sure that we’ll 
continue in the same 
spirit of open-handed 
collaboration as we’ve 
begun, and champion the 
value of police-academic 
collaboration throughout 
the UK and beyond.  

N8 PRP has influenced the establishment of two new policing 
research collaborations launched in 2022. 

Partners

These partnerships generate further resources for targeted and high-prioirty 
work across the UK, benefiting N8 PRP partners with even greater breadth 
and depth of collaboration and learning. We hear from senior leaders from the 
collaborations below.

Impact partners

Effects of National Media 
Coverage on Local Trust 
and Confidence
Comparing attitudes in Wales 
and London
Aim: Establish how trust and 
confidence in local and police is 
affected by events 
elsewhere. 

All-Wales Data Sharing 
Project

‘Transition management’ 
for 18–25-year-olds in Wales. 

Aim: Identify, and establish 
agreements to share, data to 

assess factors that exacerbate 
or mitigate the emergence 

of serious offending 
during transition 

from adolescence 
to adulthood. .

Police Understanding 
and Application 
of ‘Vulnerability’ in 
Response to Sex Workers 
Reducing harm and building trust 
 Aim: Align police approaches to 
vulnerability with NPCC guidance 
on supporting sex workers, enabling 
police to recognise support needs, 
reduce harms, build trust, and 
support third-sector services.

Enablers and 
Blockers to Student 

Volunteering in Policing
The role and potential influence of 

volunteers 
Aim: Evaluate enablers and blockers 

to student volunteering in policing 
during a College of Policing licenced 

Professional Policing Degree. 

AWPAC 
PROJECTS

Cardiff,
Michael Schaffler

Impact partners
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2022 saw the launch of the £8m Vulnerability and Policing Futures 
Research Centre, led by the Universities of York and Leeds, with Co-
Investigators at 5 further N8 universities.
Professor Adam Crawford, Co-Director of the ESRC Vulnerability & Policing 
Futures Research Centre, looks back on their first year, the influence of his 
experience with N8 PRP, and how N8 PRP supports the Centre.

THE PIONEERING WORK 
that the N8 Policing 
Research Partnership 
forged across the north of 
England from its inception 
in 2013 demonstrated the 
need for co-produced 
research combining 
academic researchers with 
practitioners from police 
and partner organisations 
to address persistent 
policing challenges. 

The Catalyst grant that 
accelerated N8 PRP’s work 
from 2015-2020 highlighted 
the shared agenda of 
service providers that 
coalesce around diverse 
vulnerabilities. 

This in turn demonstrated 

the need for work focused 
on early intervention, 
prevention, and the harms 
experienced by people who 
slip between the cracks of 
organisations. 

This view was developed 
from the inter-professional 
deliberations, conversations 
and workshops that the 
N8 PRP hosted, as well as 
responsively through the 
small grant scheme.

Experiences of the N8 
PRP work highlighted the 
importance of 
engaging and 
co-producing 
solutions with 
vulnerable 
communities 
themselves. Too 
often listening 
to the voices of these 
groups were omitted from 
our inter-organisational 
working. The need to 
stretch the parameters 
of co-production to 
incorporate the lived 
experiences of vulnerable 
populations became both a 
priority and a challenge.

In this sense, N8 PRP 
inspired and laid the 

foundations for the 
development of the £10m 
ESRC Vulnerability & 
Policing Futures Research 
Centre.

The new Centre is funded 
for an initial five years, 
and commenced in May 
2022. It explicitly builds 
on the learning from 
the N8 PRP and draws 
together a coalition of 26 
Co-Investigators, including 
numerous scholars from 
N8 universities and other 

HE institutions 
across the 
UK and 
internationally. 

These are 
supported by 
a dedicated 
team of six 

postdoctoral researchers, 
three data scientists, three 
professional service staff 
and 6 PhD researchers 
based at York and Leeds. 

The Centre extends the 
focus beyond a police-
academic partnership to 
encompass a wider range 
of service providers and 
a broader interpretation 
of policing, focused on 

ESRC Vulnerability & Policing

“N8 PRP 
inspired 
and laid the 
foundations for 
the development 
of the...Centre”

Impact partners

vulnerabilities are 
produced, compounded 
and mitigated by policing 
and how the police and 
other services 
can best be 
harnessed 
to prevent 
and reduce 
vulnerabilities. 
It draws on 
advances in 
data sharing 
and data science which will 
be combined with a range 
of social research methods 
and data collection 
techniques. 

The ambition of this co-
produced, transdisciplinary 
research is to shift the 
evidence base and public 
debate about policing 
to a plural (networked) 
conception in which 
the role and mission of 
the police is reframed 
to foreground harm 

minimisation through 
effective and ethically 
sensitive joined-up services 
for vulnerable groups. 

The Centre team will 
continue to collaborate 
with and complement 

the work of the N8 PRP. 
For example, the Centre’s 
vulnerability focused 
Early Career Researcher 

Development 
Fund will 
build research 
capacity and 
capability. It 
will support 
engagement 
with 
practitioners 

and policy-makers through 
its Translational Fellowship 
scheme and in future years 
will co-design research-
informed innovative 
practices through 
Demonstration Projects. 
It will also continue to 
capitalise on opportunities 
to collaborate through 
research networks and 
working groups to support 
effective co-production 
between academia and 
policing. 

Professor Adam Crawford 
is Co-Director of the ESRC 
Vulnerability & Policing 
Futures Research Centre, 
co-led by the Universities of 
York and Leeds 

From 2013-2020 he was 
Director of the N8 PRP and 
Principal Investigator on 
the HEFCE Catalyst Grant. 

Futures Research Centre
the manner in which 
vulnerable people get 
drawn into and caught 
within the orbit of criminal 
justice processes. 

The Centre’s focus on 
harm prevention and early 
intervention underscores 
that police acting alone 
cannot adequately address 
the pervasive issues of 
vulnerability. 

We combine place-based 
and thematic research 
partnerships with extensive 
national engagement, 
fostering international 
reach with a wide network 
of leading scholars, policing 
experts and city authorities.
It is supported by 38 
project partners including 
regional, national and 
international organisations. 
The work of the Centre is 
guided and supported by 
a National Engagement 
Group, an Ethical Oversight 

Panel and International 
Advisory Board.

The Centre has an 
ambitious programme 
of research that 
aims to address how 

“The 
ambition... 
is to shift 
the public debate 
about policing to...
foreground harm 
minimisation”

Impact partners



n8prp.org.uk 36

N8 Policing 
Research Partnership 
Annual Report 2022


	Foreword
	Message from the Co-Directors
	Timeline
	Policing Innovation Forum 
	VAWG in Public Places 
	The Right Amount of Panic
	Entitlement to Allyship
	What Do Victims Want?
	ECR Poster Exhibition
	Risky Places 

	KE Internships
	Anti-Victim-Blaming and Instagram
	Becoming an Anti-Victim Blaming Force 

	Small Grants
	  Every Ticket Tells a Story
	Understanding ethnic disproportionality in FPNs issued for breaching coronavirus restrictions.

	  Prisons, Police & OCGs
	Multiagency Strategy for Tackling Organised Crime Groups 

	  Knife Crime Imagery & Messaging
	Effective intervention tools or ineffective sensitisers? 
	Small Grants
	Organisational processes for data recording of Honour-Based Violence and Abuse, Forced Marriages and Female Genital Mutilation 
	Who is the victim? Police officer identification of victims and perpetrators in coercive control cases.  
	Strategies for Disrupting High Risk High Harm Domestic Abuse 
	Understanding and Preventing ‘Cuckoo’ Victimisation  

	Small Grants
	Policing Drug Markets
	Harassment of Female Runners 
	Racially Minoritised Victims of Domestic Abuse & Outcome 16 
	Risk and Recidivism of Sexual Offenders 

	NRiPN Launch
	Supporting Careers in Policing Research

	PaCCs Archive
	Publications
	COERCIVE CONTROL
	CHILD SEXUAL EXPLOITATION 
	VAWG & SEXUAL OFFENDING
	INVESTIGATIVE INTERVIEWS 
	ORGANISED CRIME
	DATA ANALYTICS
	DRUGS & ALCOHOL
	CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 
	& MULTIAGENCY WORK
	YOUTH JUSTICE
	POLICING 
	THE PANDEMIC
	POLICE ENCOUNTERS


	Partners
	All-Wales Policing Academic Collaboration and N8 PRP

	ESRC Vulnerability & Policing
	Futures Research Centre

